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The Greeks are up to something 

EDWARDSVILLE, Ill. – Around town, you see them everywhere. They are the 

employees of many businesses, drivers on the streets and consumers supporting 

the local economy. Yes, Edwardsville is full of college students who attend SIUE 

and living in this community, it is hard not to notice them. 

 Among the vast number of students who call Edwardsville home, there is 

a group of students who want to become a part of something bigger than 

themselves. These students are members of the Greek community.  

 There is a long standing stereotype of Greek communities at universities, 

but have no fear. These students are not like the Deltas from “Animal House.” 

Instead, you will see fraternity and sorority members throughout the area 

performing acts of community service, as well as holding philanthropic events for 

several causes. 

 A unique philanthropy event held annually at Southern Illinois University 

Edwardsville is the King of Hearts pageant hosted by the women of the Alpha Phi 

Sorority. 
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King of Hearts-Page 2. 

All proceeds go toward the Alpha Phi Foundation which supports women and 

children’s cardiac care. You may access alphaphi.org to find out more 

information about the foundation. 

As a community, Greeks at SIUE dedicate themselves to events like King 

of Hearts so the campus and community can come together for a fun time while 

raising money for their philanthropies. The pageant is open not only to students 

on campus, but also to everyone in the Edwardsville area. Different Greek 

organizations also attend to support each other’s philanthropies. Hannah 

Friedenbach, the director of marketing for Alpha Phi said the King of Hearts 

pageant is a great way to bring the two communities together. 

The event is exactly what it sounds like, a male pageant. During King of 

Hearts, men representing different organizations on campus adorn the stage. They 

compete in talent, native, and formal wear, as well as answer on-stage questions. 

The contestant who raises the most money is crowned the King of Hearts.  

Last year Alpha Phi raised over $2,000, and they hope to raise more this 

year. Member Neehad Ahmad shares, “This philanthropy event stands out. We are 

able to raise so much money even when college students are the majority of the 

crowd.” 

 There is more going on campus than just exams and lectures. Members of 

the Greek community work everyday to help and raise money for others. A warm 

welcome is offered to anyone who wishes to join in and support women and 

children’s cardiac care.  
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