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Make yourself more marketable. 

 

After 17 or more years of education, furthering an education doesn’t seem 

so bad. Instead of leaving college, students may want to advance their education 

and skills. One way to accomplish this is to enroll in the Speech Communication 

graduate program. 

As the communications field creates more jobs, the interest of pursuing 

this career field also increases. Supply and demand proves more students will 

obtain a speech communications degree and apply for these positions. One way to 

get a resume on top of the pile is to get a graduate degree. At SIUE, graduate 

students can continue in their specific area of study with a degree in interpersonal, 

health communication and organizational tracks, and soon, public relations.  

Dr. Jocelyn DeGroot Brown, graduate program adviser, said the public 

relations graduate program is tentatively set for fall 2014. For those pursuing 

public relations as an undergraduate, they can study another track such as 

organizational communication while still taking upper-division public relations 

classes. She also advised students to continue with a graduate program only if 

they want to further their education, not because they can’t find a job once they 

graduate.  
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“Students who are in the graduate program because they couldn’t find jobs 

are not as successful in classes as those who are trying to further their education, 

said Brown.  

Another way to learn about the field and prepare oneself is to read the 

success and journey of others. The new professionals’ blog on PRSA.org gives 

advice from several young professionals sharing tips on how a graduate program 

benefitted them. Tips ranged from strengthening skills, adding credibility and 

gaining respect amongst colleagues and supervisors. 

Students will leave the graduate program of the Speech Communication 

Department as trained individuals who are prepared and ready for upper-level 

positions. Further information for the Speech Communication graduate program 

can be found at www.siue.edu/artsandsciences/spc/graduate/index.shtml.  
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